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MI. XXVI. 51, 52. 


Ant label one of them which were with" | 

Ixsus ſtretched ont bis hand, and drew 

>, his Sword, and firoke a Seruant of the 

g *High-Prif, and ſmote off. bis Ear. 

Then ſaid Jesus unto him, Put np again 
thy Sword into bis place; for All they 
hat take the Har 1 90 ber 6 

£ ibe Word. 
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EN theſe Words we have an account of what 
paſs d between St. Peter, and one of thoſe John xviii. 
who came to apprehend our Bleſſed Lord, 
in order to his Crueifeaon. The Chief ha 
Puzeſtsj and Scribec, had now reſolved upon his 
Death; and Juda, ho betray'd him, had brought 
their Soldiers to the Place where he was to be 
taken.” The Guard had laid hold on Him, and 
were juſt ready to carry him away to his Ene- 
mies; when Peter, hot able any longer to en- 
dure ſuch a Violence to be offered to his dear 
Maſter, drem his Sword, and. began in his well. 
meant, tho inconſiderate Zeal, to engage in good » 
cattieſt for lis Reſcue: Aud bebold one of them 
which wens wün Jxsus ſtretched ont his hand, and 
drem a * ſtroke a Servant of e. H igh- 
: 8 rieſt's. 
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Prieſt's, and ſmote off his Ear. But our Lenni 


inſtead of T 6s dent fn ls Action, and 
commatided hich to defi 
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. Life, id ET] were no 5 qo 
| 1 Pet. ij. 22. leſs, but Excmplaty: He knew. n0 Sin. Lneftbe 2 
any Guile. found if Bin: N oh. Feet ibe J. | 
- rhenfſelves" when they the tolFdefired fr o 
"iy nd Crime te bis:Qhitpe, np eg WM 
Joh. xix. 74 pr, by b: Heß Bü og t 1% ie "becM = 
ae bi, 21 Nees e e 
I Was Hot therefafe fr AH Perfon: Crimes } 
kat cheſe Nen purſued our Lord wich ty kite 
Violence. But; He wrought many ele, : * 
bad hut juſt bed rale up 1 9 rhe 
dead © and, A8 ſelves" reaſon'd in their: faſt 
Council, in which they” refolv'd upon bis Death, 
Joh. xi A8. If we M hen alone, en il, 
+ believe 3 and the Romans [ral come, u 
55 away both our Mace" and Nation. | 29 46 (he 
This Was his fault, and this was,” n all i 


- that a chopþad to lege en hin Fan 33 £ 
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for Enoy ii bad aletivered: Dam; Mat. xvii. 
into his E what their. Enwy was $18. 
founded; :bihaye-beforenhievwm.; and the Th 
Hiſtbry k his Le fucked) aflures/us of thi | 
of the Remark. t 
But, Sccondly t The BOY wing to of able. i 
lor the bettei andecfianding/of the true Im- i 
Port of whe Hat ib tl; Tht out $aviors for. 
bidging'St, R&# to reliſt heir Violence upon this 
accounty\ tha l they that take the Sword, ſhall 
periſh muß the — * N be underſtood to have 
ſpoken theſe Words 10 different Re. 
5 Either with Relation "yrs who came” 
prebantÞ Rim; Or with Relation to the Apo- 
Al who would ha vd delivered him, our of their 
| Ma, 5 t We sat d ce , 0 
A Ir obnſider then wich relation to Thoſe 
woe cane rc Apprphend our Bleſſed Selur, 
they with ehen caryy chis Senſe; That St. Peter 
ſhould not draw bis Sword" apuinſt them, but 
ſkbald: Leave their Panifhmens 10 G%% Who 
would not fall to. rerum the ie Vines; in 8 [ig. 
nal manner, upon them. Nn interpretation the 
rachet co be conſiderd, ih fat tile following = 
Event did eminentiz confirm kh Truch the {1 
Predicion!'Gdd baving,c for chis very Reaſbn, k 
brough t upon that whole Nation one of the - (| 
ny rene 1Defriilions . 0 ape Fil any | 
din the Wotld: - . 15 
But yet, for all this, 1 chick ths e * | 
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We e 
more common Application, of \ theſe words 0 
St. Peter, as it is the more natural, ſo is it, for | 
that Reaſon; the, rather to be Fa nd 
then the meaning of them will be chis T * 
He ſhould conſider Who, be was, ald What he hau 
done ? And remember how ſevere a Sentence 
Gol had pronounced againſt All ſuch as, without 
a, juſt warrant ſo to do, ſhould take the Sword 
into their Hands; Gen. IX. 6. Whoſe ſhelldeth 
Man's Blood, by Man ſoall his Blood he ſhed. 
We will, 11 you pleaſe, joyn both theſe Inter- 
pretation together, and out of Both-make up this 
One, ſtrong Argument, againſt St. Peers attempt 
upon this Occaſion; That he ought not to have 
drawn bis Sword againſt thoſe, to whom God had 
committed the Power of the Sword; but ſhould 
have left it to him, to whom alone it belonged, to 
puniſh their V lens; Put up thy Sword into bis 
place; For, Al. they that. * we Sword, * 
periſh with the Sword. Tl 
In diſcourfi ng u which words, Vith relati- 
on to the 1 ul Solemnity of of this dew: 
ſhall obſerve this Method. | 
I. Iwill enquire, Why our Sevlour wothd: 4 
ſuffer St. Peter to take the Sword in his Defence; 
but required him to leave 7 Cauſe to God, 
as the nl proper e of it. "= 
I. I will Mew 275 ſtill unlawful for any 
Cbriſtiant, under the like Clecumſtances;; to 
tale the Sword. e 
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Which having done; I will then proceed, from 
the Principles be before laid down, to conſider, 

III. What we are to judge of thofe, who not- 
withſtanding ſo plain an Admonition to the 1 
contrary, not only took, the Smord-(tho*that- 


had been too much) but took it againſt that 


* N Who alone. had the. e 17 


uire, 

1. I our Saviour would ** ſuffer St. Peter | 
ta take. the Sword in his Defence, but com- 
manded him to leave his Cauſe to God, as 
the only proper Judge of it. ML 

Now har muſt 8 been e one : of theſe , )- 


1200 chr 
at that Time, Joy he int 21 cb ae it was 
not lawful for St. Peter to have done | oo 

As for the former of theſe, it. is what ever - 
thoſe Who deny the uſe of the Sword to the Chee + 
ſtian Magiſtrate, and will not allow him to 1 
it, either againſt an Enemy in a lawful Mar, or 
for the execution of Fuſtice upon bis own SubjeSs, : 
will not adyenture to ſay. Even they acknow-+ 
ledge that. there is one caſe, at leaſt, en an 
innocent uſe may be made of it; namely, for 
a Man's vwn defence, win he can no MG. ; 
ſecure himſelf againſt t the W of an nt 3 
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But uv need not be beholden to the , 
for this Conceſſion; the Holy Scriptures inform 
us, that there are ſeveral caſes in Winch the Sword! 

may lawfully be vakeny' and that not only hy pri- 

date Perſons, for their own juſt, and neceſſary De- 

Fence ; but by the Civil Magiſtrate too; beth for 
the Paniſhaient of Evil do within, and to pre- 
ſerve his People from che Aſſaulte of their ne- 

8 mies without. 1755 Ap ; wh 70 110 | 

Many were the Crimes for which Rela + 
Moſes- required Naltfuctors to be Put to Dkuth. 

And wich Wer to one of them, that of Mur- 

der, God has expteſly declared; chat theres no 

debe way to free the Lan from Follution, but 
by the Baaud of him that committedc z Deut. 

XXV. 33. Fon Bun 

Land: cannot be oleauſed of ub Rho fl 

therein, bus by the Blooc af bini that ſhed. 


with the Perfection of the Goſpel, 4 55 have ex- 
ſpenſation; St. Pail, in the thirteenth to the Ro- 


The Protection of good Men, and the Paniſh. 


; ſays he, are not a 1 7 — 70 Goo Works, but to the 
Evil. Milt thou then not be afydid of the Power ? 


Y * ſame: For he ; 15 the Miniſter of God 40 Thge | 


7 b Land; ntl be 
Fed 


"And leaft this ſhould; be thought in confiftent 
pired 'with the other Poſitive Law of that Di 


mans, e ebe, Hands of 
the Crorl Mg bee for the ſame ends; Dix. 


ment of the Wicked, and Unjuſt. For Rulers, 3 


do that mich js Good, and thou ſbalt have Preiſe 


Se But af thou do that which 5s 4 oil, be 
Afraid > For be-beateth not the Sw ORD in Pan's 
Fer he is, (here tov the Miniſter: of God; A 
Revenger,/ not. only allow'd, but Appointed by 
_ to execute Wrath upon bi that does Ewil. 
The lame is the account Which St. P eter gives x Pet. 11, 175 
us of che pomer of the Civil Magiſtrate. He re- 
quires us 1 ſabmit to his Anthority for the Lord's 
fahr? And tells us, that it was given him for 
the ſame Ends St. Paul had before mentioned, 
for. the Puniſhment of Evil. eloers, and the Pi raiſe, e 
the Protectſon, of them that do Well.” And the 
very Paffage of the Text, would Men but allow 
it a ale ble Conſtrucion, implies the very 
lame thing; namely, That all thoſe who take the 
Sword: as St. Peter now] did, without a lawful. 
Warri for their ſo doing ” mhould periſh with 
the Sword, ſliduld be pun iſ 2 with death for it. 
It is therefore without all Controverſy, law- 
fab fot Chriſtians, both Magiſtrates, and Others, 
in ſeveral caſes, 10 Fake the Sword - And, by coti- 
ſequente; Sk. Peters Offence muſt have n ſted 
in this; that at that time, and in thoſ, e Circum- 
ſtances, it was mot lamful For him to have taken 
it. Let ug therefore enquire (ad. What it 
was that made it Jo. unlawful 7 | 
In anſwer whereunto we are told by 28 
chat the reaſon why our Saviour reproved St. Peter 
for taking the Sword, was thus ; That God had 
eh bim to die; 5 l for hits End- le 


came * 


% * 


— ——— 


Annen 2 Þefore the = 


Y came into the World ; and chat the Apoſtle there- 
fore, in oppoſing theſe who were come to take 
him in order thereunto, withſtood God's decree; 
and, in effect, fought againſt God. And indeed 
it muſt be allow d, 1 the words which our S2. 
 wiour ſuhjoyn d upon this Occaſion, do favour 
Wen. 5 54. ſuch an Opinion. Thinkeſt thou, 2 I cannot 
nom pray to my Furber, aud he ; ſoall. preſently give 
me more than twelve Legions of Angels : But how 
then ſball the Scriptures be fulfill d, that thus-it 
; muſt be? And St, John either abridging his Di- 
ſcourſe, or relating ſome other Palſage which 
St. Maithew bad omitted, ſpeaks yet mote ex- 
prelly to the lame Purpoſe ; John «wil. 1 1. Pat 
ap thy Sword into the Sheath : Tbe Cup which my 
Eubet bath given mne, ſhall I-not drink it? 
But tho it muſt therefore be granted, that 
the Attempt of St. Peter Was, upon this account 
alſo, worthy of Blame; and as ſuch cenſured 
by our Bleſſed Lord; yet that does not hinder 
Toy that his Action might have been, as indeed 
it was, in other reſpe@s, Raſh, and Unwarrant- 
able. And ſo the words of our Sasiour plainly 
intimate: They contain a Reaſon of perpetual 
force; ſuch as had nothing to do with God's De- 
crees; Amel y, That all thoſe who ſhould take 
the Sword, that is, after ſuch a manner, and in 
ſuch Circumſtances , as the - Apoſtle here did, 
ſhould periſh. with the Sword, ſhould be North . 
of Death r their os _; 1 
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T's underſtand therefore the true ground of our 


Savionr's Reproof in theſe Words, we muſt conſi. 
der, not what St. Peter's fault was with reſpect to 
God's Decree for the Suffering of Chriſt; which they 
have no manner of relation to; but what it was that 
made his Attempt ſo Criminal towards Man, as to 
be a Capital Offence; and, even in our Lord's Judg- 
ment, worthy of Death. g.. 

Was it that He defended his Bleſſed Maſter a- 
gainſt the Aſſaulto of Thoſe, who, without any Ian 
ful Authority, were come to ſeize Him? But this is no 


more than what the Lam of Nature, and the Rigo: 


of Selfepreſer dation, preſcribes; and the poſitive 
Laws of all gad Societies allow of; %;. 
To repel an umi uſt Violence; and, where other Means 
fail, To defend a Man's Life, by force, againſt thoſe 
who, by force, would take it away. 


Or, was it that He exceeded the Bounds of that 


Liberty which this natural Right of Self-defence , 
and'Self-preſervation, in ſuch caſes, gives to every 
One, àgainſt Thoſe ho ſeck their Deſtruction ? 
But neither doth this appear. He made no undue 


Haſte: + He ſmote not before he ſaw what they Mat. xxvi. 


were about to Do. He tarried till they had adi) 


50 
J. xvili. 


laid hands upon our Saviour, and declared their Re- +9. 


ſolution of carrying him forcibly away. 
Was it his fault that he did not tarry for the 
Direction of our Lord, in anſwer to that Queſtion 


which One of them, at the ſame inſtant, had put Cafctan. 


a 8 , . * 
to him, Shall we ſmite with | the Sword? But in) %s 


C ſuch. 
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ſuch caſes as this there is no room for Deliberation: 
And ſuppoſi ing his Action to have been otherwiſe 
Innocent, it is hard to conceive how this alone 
could merit ſo ſevere a Reproof; much leſs make 
that which was in its ſelf lawful, by ſo ſmall a De- 
fect, become a Capital Crime. 
Or laſtly; Was his fault no other than what 
Id. bid. ſome Politie Interpreters of the Church of Rome 
have ſuppoſed; That He raſhly engaged againſt ſo 
great Odds, that He could expect nothing leſs than 
a certain Ruine from his Undertaking? But where 
both the Cauſe is Joſe,” and the Means that are 
made uſe of for the Defence of it are Lamful; the 
Greatneſs of the Danger enhanſes the Glory of the 
Action, and adds to the Honour of him who has 
the Courage to undertake it. At the moſt; in ſuch 
a caſe, the Apoſtle would have. been only ouilty of 
an Imprudence : It might have coft Him his Life; 
but could by no means have render'd* him ſo Cri- 
minal. as to be worthy to Die 
In ſhort; The only thing that can be imagined 
to have been capable of fixing ſo ſevere a Cenſure 
1 upon St. Peter's Action muſt have been this; That 
* -- the Perſons againſt whom he drew his Sword were 
2 ib u the Miniſters of F Tuſt ice; and commillion'd by a le- 
gal Authority to 225 our Bleſſed Saviour : And 
that being ſuch, they were not to be Reſiſted in 
the Extcxtion of their Office. And ſo St. Matthew 
tells us, Ver. 47. While He yet ſpake, lo Judass 
One il the Twelve, end wb 2 a great Multitude, 
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with Swords, and Stages, from the Chief Prieſto, 
and Elders of the People; that is, from Thoſe who 
had the Lawful Authority to ſend Them. But 
St. John is more expreſs; He adds, that they were 
the Roman Soldiers, who guarded the Temple at q 
the Feaſt, with their Captain, or Chief-Officer, at | 
their Head. So that St. Peter could not but have I 
known who They were; and muſt therefore have _. 1 
| been the more inexcuſable, in offering any Violence WM 
| to Them, Jo. xviii. 12. Then the Band, and the 
Captain, and Officers of the Jews, took Jeſus and 
bound him. And it appears from St. Luke , that 
His Apprehenſion was not only made by the Or- 
der of the Sanhedrim, but that ſome of that Coun- 
eil were preſent in Perſon at the Execution of their 
Order, Chap. xxii. 52. Then ſaid Jeſus to the Chief. 
Prieſts, and Captains of the Temple, and the El- 7 
ders, which were come to Him. "ny 
_ Theſe were the Perſons who came to take our 
Saviour, and this was the Authority by which they 
did it. And therefore St. Peter's fault muſt have 
conſiſted in this, that He drew his Sword againſt 
Thoſe who had a Lawful Power to Apprehend Him. 
For however the Jews were at this time a Con- 
quer'd People under the Power of the Romans, | 
and Governed by the Emperor's Lieutenant; yet 
ſtill the Great Council at Feruſalem was allow'd to 
retain. its Authority, and to Exercile its Power, 
«by tlfeir own Laws, as before. 
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It has, I know, been doubted by ſome Learn- 
ed Men, whether they ſtill retained the Power of 
Life and Death: And one Paſſage there is, in 


this very Hiſtory, which ſeems to imply that they 


did not; Fo. xviti. 31. where demanding judgment 
of Pilate againſt our Saviour, they told him that 
it was not Lan ful for Them to put any Man to 


Death. Let this be as it will; Thus much is cer- 
# . tain, that They had Authority to Apprebend Him; 


To examine into the Crimes which ſhould be laid 
againſt Him; To have puniſh'd him with ſome 
leſſer Puniſhment Themſelves; and, if they ſaw 


. . occaſion, to have deliver d him to the Roman Go- 
 wernor for the laſt, and higheſt, Sentence. And 


therefore, whatſoever Malice there may have been, 
(as certainly there was enough of that) in their Pro- 
ſecution of our Lord, yet hitherto they proceeded 
in a legal Method againſt Him: And, doing ſo, 
it was not lawful for any private Perſons, ſuch as 


ur. B. ac St. Peter and the reſt of the Apoſtles were, to op- 


lib. i. 


cap. iii. 


poſe them with Force in what they did. This was 


8. 3. n. 7. the true ground of our Saviour s Reproof; And 


it is thus faithfully and judiciouſly Paraphraſed, by 
our Learned Dr. Hammond; Put up thy Sword 
« into his place; Do nothing contrary to Law; 
« For All They that take the Sword ſhall periſh with 

the Sword ; All that draw and uſe the Sword 
* without (and how much more againſt) the Au- 
“ thority of Thoſe which bear the Sword, ſhall ® 


% 1 — 4 of * | cc fall 
| . __ 
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« fall themſelves by it; ſhall incur the Puniſhmene 
C of Death. 
Having thus endeayour'd, with all the clearneſs 


I could, to repreſent to you the true Reaſon of 
that Reproof which our Saviour gave to St. Peter 4 


upon this occaſion, I proceed 


II. To ſhew, That, upon the ſame grounds, it 


ſtill is, 5nd will ever be, Unlawful, for any 


other Chriſtians, in the like GueumRances, to 


take the Sword. 


Amony all the popular Pretences that have been 
ſet up to juſtifie private Perſons in their unwar- 


rantable Attempts againſt public Authority, there 
is none that carries a fairer Appearance, or has done 


greater Miſchief in the World, than this; That it 


is lawful to defend Religion ak the Sword; and 
that whatſoever the Enterprize would otherwiſe - 
have been thought, this ſhall transform it into a 


Glorious, and Heroical Undertaking. 


How far this Opinion has carried ſome deluded 


Zealots, I ſhall not need to ſay: I would to God 
our own Hiſtories did not afford us too many In- 


ſtances of it. But this I take to be clear, and 


certain; That had we no other Paſſage of Holy 
| Scripture to convince us of the Falſeneſs of ſuch a a 


Pretenſion; No Directions of any ancient Writers 
to inform us What the Duty of a Chriſtian in times 


of Perſecution is; No Examples of Antiquity to 


” ſhew us what his Behaviour ought to be; This 


lingle Paſſage, and Kang, alone, might ſ ſuffice - 
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to aſſure us, how directly contrary ſuch a Principle 
mult be, both to the Practice of our Saviour, and 
the Rules of his Goſpel. 

For, indeed, what can any one pretend to offer 
in Excuſe of ſuch an Attempt now, that St. Peter 
might not with greater Reaſon have alledg'd in 
Vindication of himſelf upon this Occaſion? _ 

Has the True Religion ſuch a Right on its ſide, 
as to be able to warrant any Violence againſt thoſe 
who oppoſe it; and would oppreſs us upon the 
account of it? But ſurely no one can, with equal 
Evidence, prove his Church, or Faith, to be the 
| Right now, that St. Peter could have demonſtrated 

that for which he would have engaged, to have 
been the true Religion heretofore. Nor can an 

more maliciouſly, or injuriouſly oppole any Reli- 
gion, or perſecute its Profeſſors ; than the Jews, in 
the preſent Caſe, did both our Lord, and his 

Goſpel. 3.1 n 
Or ſhall we ſay, as ſome have done, that Inferior 
Magiſtrates. may be Reſiſted, tho the Supreme may 
not; when they would otherwiſe deſtroy an Inno- 
cent Perſon, tho' in a legal way, and with an appea- 
rance of Fuſtice? But thole ho here purſued our 
Saviour were no other: They were the Suboralli- 
nate Powers; Men permitted, or at the moſt in- 
truſted, and commiſſioned by the Emperor, to Go- 
vern under him, by certain Laws, and within cer- 
tain Limits preſcribed to them for that purpoſe. 
And for the Perſon againſt whom they acted, I 


FA 
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ſhall not need to ſay, that the Holy Jeſus was 


one of the moſt Innocent, that was ever oppreſs'd 
under a ſhew of legal Power, and Authority. 

Or, laſtly; Tho' the lawful Magiſtrate, whether 
Supreme, or Subordinate, may not be reſiſted in the 
Exerciſe of their Authority, ſhall We pretend that 
Thoſe who are Commiſſioned by Them may be 
withſtood ? But ſuch were thoſe who now came 
to apprehend our Saviour. Neither Pilate, nor 
the High-Prieft, were there in Perſon; nor the 
Council in a Body: But they ſent their Officers, 
and Soldiers; the Captain of the Guard, and it 
may be ſome of their own Members along with 
them, to ſee that they did their Duty. But they 


had a lawful Authority for what they did: Their 


Power was juſt, tho at preſent employ'd on a ve- 
ry wicked Deſign ; and, therefore, their Procedure 
being Lawful, they were not to be Reſiſted, no 
not in defence of our Saviour Chriſt himlelf. 

And if neither the Malice of the Fews, nor the 
Innocence of our Lord; If neither the Truth of our 
| Religion perſecuted in 185 Founder, nor the appa- 
rent Marks of Malice and Envy, of Violence and 
Oppreſſion, Which appeared in the whole Courſe 
of their Proſecution of Him; were ſufficient to 
warrant St. Peter to dram the Sword in his Defenco, 
againſt that Legal Authority by which they Acted; 
We muſt conclude, that neither will any of theſe 
Pretences ſuffice to juſtiſie any other Chriſtians, 
in the like Circumſtances, now: But, if it ſhall 
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: pleaſe God at any time to permit the Lawfi 
- Powers to be againſt Us, and make them that 
hate us, to rule over us; We muſt follow the 
Example of our Bleſſed Maſter ; and ſubmit pa- 
tiently to their Authority; and not, with this warm 
Apoſtle, take the Sword againſt thoſe, to whom God 
has committed the Power of the Sword. | 
Let this then ſuffice to ſhew, what the true i 
Chriſtian Doctrine, of Submiſſion to the Civil Ma- 9 
giſtrate, is. 1 ſhall not here enquire whether ſome | 
may not poſſibly have miſapplied theſe Princi- 
ples ; or have ſtretched them farther than they 
ought to have done; and, by that means, have 
led both themſelves, and others, into great Mi- 
ſtakes, and no leſs Inconveniencies. What that 
Authority in every State, or Country is, to which 
Auch a Subjeclion, as I have now been ſpeaking of, 
is due; and againſt Which no Reſiſtance, no not 
to defend the Beſt Canſe, or the moſt Innocent Per. 
ſon in the World, may be uſed by any of the Com- 
munity; is a Point which the Mucicipal Laws, 
and Conſtitution, of ever State, and Country, muſt 
determine. But that wherever that Supreme Pom- 
er, and Authority, is lodged, or in whomſfoever it 
reſides, to which God has commanded us to be 
Subject, not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 
ſake: Sade which St. Paul has laid down this 
Rule, Let every Soul be Subject to the Higher Powers : 
| And St. Peter himſelf declar d, That We muſt 
1 to it for the bares Jy s we are bound to 
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pay either an Active, or Paſſive Obedience to it; 
muſt either Do what it Requires, or Suffer what it 
Inflicts; This is without Controverly the ſtand- 
ing Doctrine of Chriſtianity , and has been con- 
firmed by the practice of the beſt Chriſtians in all 
Ages of the Chur. 1 
© Whichbeing ſo, let w go on finally, upon theſ 
III. What we are to judge of Thoſe who, not- 
withſtanding ſo plain an Admonition, not on- 
y took the Sword (tho that had been too 
much; ) But cut F with it chat Royal Per- 
ſon, who alone had the ne Fower of it. 
And here I cannot follow either a plainer, or 
ſurer Guide, than our Laws themſelves; which 
ſpeak not only with Authority, but Approbation 
too; and tell us, in effect, What the Senſe of the 
whole Nation is, or at leaſt ought to be, both of 
Them, and their Proceedings, The FA r its & Anke. 
ſelf, they call, a Horrid, Execrable, Deteſtable Mur- cap. N. 
der; An impious Fact, an n Treaſon : 
The Court 1 decreed it, a Traiterous Il. c. xxx. 
Aſſembly ;, a prodigious, and unbeard of Tribunal. 
The * Prssons who thus yowarrantably drew 
the Sword. againſt their own Sovereign, they brand 
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a8 A parcel of Wretched Men, Deſperately W icked, 
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Hardned in their Impiety. | And, Jaſtly, as to the 
* PRINCIPLES: upon which By roceeded, the. 
{ame Laws declare, That; by the Undoubted, and 


« Funda mental Laws of this Kingdom, neither the 
* 1 eee 
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e of this Kerle, nor the Commons. nor borh 
«© together; in Parliament, or ont of ip 7% 

ColleQvely, or Repreſentatively.; . 145 7955 
ther Perſons whatſoever ; eder had, 
or ought to have, any Coercive Power que ae 
<« Perſons of the Kings of this Realm. 

Such is the Cenſure which our Laws have paſs d 
upon the Murder of our Royal Sovereign, 101 the 
Perſons who committed it: And the lame is the 
Senſe which both the Nord of God, and the Laws 
of all other Nations, teach Us to have of Both. 
Se wy _ For to allow that ſome things had been done, 
Lond Cla hes the Authority of that, unfortunate” Prince, 
Fiery of lefs regularly than were to have been, with'd : 
Me That the Prerogative had' been ſtrain d to an ex- 
Vol. fol. orbitamt Height, and the Subject too much 8 
533.6 Voked to c lain, if not of the King Himſelf 
Vb yet of Thoſe ue were About Him ; and ſhould 

have Adviſed, and Acted, more moderately than 
they did. T6 grant- that when the Parliament 
met, with which our Troubles began; it Was Ex- 
cuſoble, or even Fitting, for it to have redreſſed 
thoſe Grievances, and reduced the Prerogative with- 

in its juſt bounds ; and that Thofe therefore who 
enter upon the proper Methods of doing this, 

in a Parliamentary way, without any IH Def igns 
either againſt the Perſon, or Government, 'of the 

tSe Hing, were not to be blamed : Yet certainly when 
cap. 10, this Was done, and thereupon ſuch r Ace were 
28 wel as' not only, NN repaired Paier 
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the Subject had ſuffered before, but ſufficiently ſe- 
cured: Him againſt any more Invaſions either of 
his Liberty, or Property,” for the time to Come; 
for Men to proceed farther ſtill, and without any 
lamful Authority, or evident Neceſſity, enter into 
a War againſt their Sovereign, who had ſo far 
condeſcended to all their juſt Deſires, muſt needs 
have been as Illegal, as it was Unreaſonable ;, and 
beſpeak Thoſe who did it to have taken the Sword 
in that Senſe which our Saviour here forbad, and 
all Good Men have ever Condemned. 

Had that excellent Prince, indeed, never cal- 
led his laſt Parliament at all, nor given any Op— 
portunity to his People to redreſs their Grievan- 


ces by the proper Methods of it: Had He not 
only continued to inſiſt upon thoſe Pretenſions, 


which ſome had ſet up under the ſhelter of his 
Authority ; but ſo far improved them, as utterly 
to ſet aſide the Laws of the Realm, and to act Ar- 
bitrarily, not only without Law, but againſt it: 
And when nothing elſe would do, Had He choſen 
rather to Deſert the Government, than to Rule ac- 
cording to his own Oath, and the Fundamental 
Lame, and Limitations of it: This might have 
warranted an oppreſſed People to take the Sword, 
for the neteſſary defence of their Laws, and Conſti- 
tution; and their Religion, and Liberties, found- 
ed thereupon. But to take up Arms againſt a 
a King, whoſe Exceſſes had been Moderate, and 
whoſe Neceſſities preſſed him, contrary to his 
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own 23 — to run into the moſt af * 
But eſpecially, who, had already, without Force, 
not _ freely Redreſſed the Grievances of his 
People, but ee Repaired Them; and;ſe- 
cured Them againſt the like. Attempts for the ſu- 
ture; this muſt needs have been an unwarrantable 
Enterprize ; A War as Unzuſtifiable in its Rile, as 
it proved F atal in its Conſequences, | -, 

Nor will the pretence of Religion, at all i the 
Caſe, or make their taking of ibe Sword ever the 
more Lawful, tho we ſhould ſuppoſe that there 
had been as juſt Cauſe of — in that Re- 
ſpect, as ſome Men affirmed; tho it is, after all, 
certain that there was not. It was upon this 
ground, as we have ſeen, that our Sawiour., was 
perſecuted by the . Jews. They ſought bis de- 
ſtruction for "this very Reaſon, wr He profeſſed 
himſelf to be the Meſſeah, as would wo intro- 
duced a nem Religion among Them, contrary; as 
they ſuppoſed, to the Law of Moſes. And yet 
Chriſt Maelf "thought not this a en war- 
rant for St. Peter to take the Sword againſt the 
lawful Magiſtrate ; tho He took it only in defence 
of his Maſter, without the wn e of diſturb- 
ing the Publick Peace by it. 

But alas! this is yet but a mall part of that 
Guilt we are now Aſſembled to Commemorate, 
and Bewail. Our furious Zealots did not only 
tale the Sword againſt the Authority of their Prince, 
but ow Stained it with the Blood of his Sacred 
YR Perſon. 
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Perſon. | A Wickedneſs hardly tb be parallel'd in 
any other Country; nor ever to be mention d by 


Our ſelves without Shame, and Deteſtation. 
lt Was the Queſtion of Holy, \Dawidito Abiſbai, 
when he wou d have ſmitten Saul; and it contains 
the Senfe. of all other Wiſe, and Good Men, in 
the like caſe ; 1 Sum. xxii. 9. Who can ftretch forth 
hie hund againſt the LORD's Anointed, and be Guilt- 
le And yet, at that time, Saul was a Prince 
rejected by the ſame God who had made him King 
before; and Dovid was appointed to Reign over 
Iſrael in his ſtead. So that Saul was little more 
than King in Ta, but David had the Right; 
and that by an immediate divine Appointment, and 
Authority. But He had been the Anointed of the 
Lord; and He was ftill in Foſſeſſiqꝝ of the Gowern- 
ment; and there was, upon both — ſuch 
a Reſpect due to Him, that his Perſoz was Sacred; 
ſo that 20 One could ſtretch out bis Hand againſt 
bim, and: he Gnilileſo. T E 
Nay more; Saul at that very time, purſued 
Dawid ſor this reaſon, that He knew God had 
Anointed him to be Hing in his ſtead; tho David 
had done nothing to diſturb him in his Govern- 
ment, any more than He would now ſuffer any 
thing to be done to deſtroy his Ferſon. And yet, 
neither the Decree of God, nor the Violence of Saul; 
Neither his Wickedneſs in the ſight of the One, 
nor his Injuſtice towards the Other; were thought 
__ ſufficient by David to warrant Him to make any 


; 
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Attem pt upon his Life; tho! Gol forthied by a ſin- 

gular diſpoſition of bis Providence to have deli- 
ver'd him into his Hands. But He left his Cauſe 
to God, and appealed eto Him as the only! Fudge of 
Sovereign Princes, Verſes 10, rr. David ſaid far- 
thermore ; As. the- Lord liveth, the LORD ſball 
ſmite Him 4 Or his day.ſball- come. to Die; Or He 
ſhall def yk into Battel. and periſb. Ihe LORD 


forbid. that I ſhould firetch forts mine hand a gain f 
the LOR D's Anointed |. 


Vid. Op- This was David's Conduct, 400 theſes che Prin- 
5 Mite ciples upon which he founded it: And the fame 
un. have been both the Notions and the Behaviour, 


Gro. de of the Wiſeſt and Beſt Men, upon the like Oe. 


ſur. 2. ac caſions, ever ſince. But our Oel Murderers had 


255 iv. other Thoughts; ; They Acted by other Meaſures. 


.J. u. 6. God deliver d their Sovereign into their hands, and 
they laid hold of the opportunity to Deſtroy him 
They ſbed the Blood of War in Peace; and ads 
Themſelves at once the Arraigners, the Fuages, and 
the Executioners, of their Omn Ning. 


A horrid; execrable, deteſtable eee 
12 Carii The Sasel of our — the Wonnd and Re- 


8.30. 8.1. proach of our Holy Religion I Would to God 1 


might ſtop here; but I muſt add, che Guilt, the 
Sin, the Pollution of the whole Kingdom: The 
Effects of which we have ſeen, we have felt; we 
continue both to ſee, and feel, at this very day. 
Oh! may it be the Subject of our Sorrow. and 
Aae too! as we never think of it Wich- 
63 6 | out 
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"Gut Shame; never ſpeak of it but with an Exe- 
cration! 7 
5 Re re. eſpecially upon n Day, Sr "Ipart 
Wy þAuthority;; on, parpgſe, to engage us 
12 a 7 Humiliation: oh our ſelves for ſo great 
Weka; may wie All ſincerely deprecgte the 
Haro of Cod, which, ghis Royal { Blood calls a. 
for to Heaven againſt Us ., IO 03 
* Nay, no; Frufune Ferſone either make a Mork of 
this Piety, or neglect to joyn in the Exerciſes of 
it! No deluded Zealots, either continue to juſtifie 
what was then done amils; or to entertain ſuch 
Principles, as may ever lead them to the like Vil- 
lany! 

May the Sword never more be taken among Us 
but by Lamful Authority: Either to execute Juſtice 
rund Evil-doers at . or to defend Us againſt 
the Aſſaults of our Enemies abroad! And then 
may we always draw it with ſucceſs; to the Puniſh- 
ment of the One, and our common Safety, and 

Preſervation, againſt | the Other 

May our Religt evermore ſupport our Loyally; 
and our Lyyalty 1. 1 happy as to defend, and 
ſecure, our Religion: This will make both our 
Privices Safe; and our Country Happy. While the 
Sword'1s thus uſed, there can be no danger from 
it to Either; but, on the contrary, it will pro- 
tect, and ſupport Both. This will ſuppreſs Male- 

factors within, and guard Us againſt Oppreſſors 
9 8 | In a word; Wy thas LT taking 
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* 2 in 'SubordifiatioW'to Tf ſe Wild Naive 
the Power of it, We ſhall become a United, Peace. 
able, Flouiffüng People; ab by 
of I, we were ade a"iſerable?" vide 
Nation: ITI Gol A lie Niere) regt 
that Ordetly' Frame of Government, 
We had departed; Nad im Which ME f F en a 
5, and dur genes 
1 mA be iſtolved, and th Kingdoms 
arth, become the'K aun, 2 G "7 
bin 1 * Amen, Auen. "A ES bd hs 
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